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CHRISTIAN REUNION: THE ECUMENICAL 
MOVEMENT AND AMERICAN CATHOLICS 
John B. Sheerin, C.S.P. 


Hawthorn Books, Inc., $4.95 


This book is an initiation into the ecumen- 
ical movement, written for Catholics. In simple 
language it tells the story of the Church’s divi- 
sion and the efforts made in recent years to over- 
come these divisions through the ecumenical 
movement. The book introduces the Catholic 
reader to the ecumenical significance of the 
conciliar documents, especially to the teaching 
and the practical directives contained in the 
Decree on Ecumenism. 

Since the ecumenical movement remains 
something rather new for so many Christians, 
something that is purely intellectual without 
producing life and action, the book stresses the 
many practical consequences of the conciliar 
teaching and the concrete ways in which ecu- 
menism must be put into practice. The author 
addresses his suggestions particularly to condi- 
tions in the U.S.A. 

Again, since the uninitiated Catholic usu- 
ally regards the Church’s teaching as a solid 
block of truths, the author introduces him to 
the doctrinal development, or shift of emphasis 
in the understanding of doctrine, that the ecu- 
menical movement produces. In this way the 
common ground between Christians is extended. 
An appendix supplies the main conciliar docu- 
ments dealing with unity, especially the Decree 
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on Ecumenism, accompanied by a commentary 
by Father Thomas F. Stransky of the Secretariat 
for Promoting Christian Unity. 

The book is a good introduction for Catho- 
lics into the ecumenical movement. It can be 
recommended for schools and discussion groups 
in parishes. 
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